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“Surely the Lord is in this place” 
A sermon preached at Nexus Church 

Rev. Reginald Olson 

August 23, 2009 
 

 

  In every culture people 

have tried to picture what God 

looks like.  For instance, in the 

Sistine Chapel, at the Vatican, 

we have Michaelangelo’s 

image of God creating Adam. 

 Some agnostics have 

said, “If I could only see God, I 

would believe.”  

 But ironically Biblical Persons had such a profound respect for God that 

they were afraid to look at God when they were in God’s presence. 

 Moses turned his face away from the Burning Bush. 

 When the prophet Isaiah had a vision of God in the Temple, complete with 

six winged angels flying back and forth, he said “Woe is me” I'm as good as dead!   

I've looked God in the face! 

 After Jacob stole his brother Essau’s birthright, he fled, to escape Essau’s 

wrath.  One night as he was sleeping, Jacob had a vision of God.  He saw angels of 

God going up and down on a ladder, or stairway.  He said, “Surely the Lord is in 

this place...  This is God's House. This is the Gate of Heaven." Genesis 28:10-19  

 The Psalmist, a little more brave, but also down in the depths of despair, 

said,    Fix my eyes on God— soon I'll be praising again. He puts a smile on my 

face. He's my God.” (Psalm 42-43) 

 Many of us have wanted to look upon 

the glory of God. 

 

 Of course we believe that each of us bears 

the spirit of God.  We can look at others and see 

“that of God in every man.”  But when we first 

came to Nexus I missed the glories of beautiful 

church architecture.   

 

   I like cathedrals.  During the European 

Middle Ages, the poor peasants could look at the 
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magnificent cathedrals and see them as symbols of 

God’s greatness, and beauty, and have a promise of 

a better quality of life hereafter.  

 

 

 Inside the cathedrals all lines seem to go 

upward, drawing attention beyond the mundane, 

earthly woes, poverty, dirt, crime etc. to the glory of 

God above. 

Cathedrals’ high 

ceilings focused 

attention on the 

greatness of God,  

  

  

 

 In the Eastern Orthodox churches the altar 

is found inside a little enclosure called an 

Iconostasis decorated with pictures of the saints. 

This was thought to be the dwelling place of 

a mysterious God.   

 

 

 In the Roman Catholic churches many 

people didn’t fully understand the Latin 

worship service.  Some got tired of what was 

being said, but they could look around.   

 When they saw familiar pictures and 

statues they remembered the Bible stories 

they had learned as 

a child. 

 Thus, even 

illiterate people could “read” the Scenes from the life 

of Jesus that surround the chancel of Notre Dame, in 

Paris.  

 

  

 

 

Notre Dame de Paris 
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 I love the beautiful stained glass windows of French Cathedrals, like 

Chartres, cathedral, a place of pilgrimage 50 SW of Paris. 

and the wonderful “St. Chapelle”, Saints Chapel, in the 

courtyard of the Royal Palais in Paris, where light streams in 

with beautiful colors. 

 

 

 These features of medieval churches have helped 

many of us consider the glory of God and feel God’s 

presence. 

 So, when first came here to Nexus, we missed seeing 

even modest examples of such grandeur.  

 

 But, they say, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”.  

Over time, Barbara and I have come to feel the presence 

of God in this place too.   

 

 

 Here we are in the YMCA.   

The first Young Men's Christian 

Association (YMCA) was founded 

by George Williams , in 1844, in 

London, England.   

 The YMCA was dedicated 

to helping young men who came 

to London for work live in a more 

safe and uplifting environment. 

 The Y was unusual because it crossed the rigid lines that separated all the 

different churches and social classes in England in those days.   

 This openness led eventually to the Y’s inclusion of all people in its 

programs, regardless of their gender, age, race, religion, sexual orientation, 

nationality, abilities or incomes.   

 The YMCA symbol of the inverse red triangle refers to the Y’s mission of 

building a healthy spirit, mind, and body.  

 Wow – what a history! 

 

 Gradually we have come to see this YMCA, the place 

where NEXUS meets, our cathedral, as a place with 

symbols which have strengthened our faith. Here too we can 

look upon the glory of God. 

Sainte Chapelle 
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 TODAY I want to share some observations that have come to me as I have 

worshipped here at Nexus.  On the wall before us we see signs identifying 

important values —“Caring, Honesty, Respect and Responsibility”  … worthy 

values to be upheld by every Christian! 

 

 Our ceiling may not look like the Winchester 

Cathedral, but it is intriguing in its own way.  What a 

wide span, with great girders, with all its wiring and 

lights, with its sprinkler system, and its elaborate 

mechanism to raise and lower the baskets.   

  

 

   Our high windows- let God’s light shine in on 

our proceedings.  Have you ever witnessed the sun 

shining through the windows on the pastor—as he 

shares his interpretations of God with us?  We have a stained glass window carpet, 

where children are welcome to gather. 

 

 We even have our own Iconostasis.  Some call it a foul shot box, in the 

shape of an Iconostasis.   Do you remember when Pastor Mike scored an important 

point when he wrapped this area and the communion table with yellow “crime 

scene” tape as a symbol of the view that the place of God is “untouchable”? 

 Well I remember that he proceeded to tear 

down that tape, and open the Table to all of us. 

 For some, the foul line- can be seen as a 

symbol of sins and errors, but our altar is right 

there too, preventing us from making foul shots     

at one another.   

 And when we take communion we join 

hands, encircling the gym, even the foul shot 

area, we know that God is here!    

 

This reminds me of the words of Edwin Markham –– 

"He drew a circle that shut me out— 

Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 

But Love and I had the wit to win; 

We drew a circle that took him in!" 

 

 We also have a three point line- where bonus points could be scored by the  

basketball player that really stretches.  Here at Nexus we aren’t told how much 
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money to give.  We don’t even take an offering as a part of our service.  (I don’t 

know how we can meet our bills without it, but we do!??.) 

 I think we are all called to make a “stretch” in our giving, not making just 

1 or 2 point shots, but trying for the “3 pointer” in our contributions.   We are 

welcome to place our tithes and other gifts at the table in back, but this is not a 

time for a proud display of wealth.   

 I’ll never forget the story of a doctor in Pennsylvania who, during the 

passing of the offering plate during church, very dramatically pulled off a twenty 

dollar bill from his money clip and mistakenly dropped the clip in!  He was 

embarrassed to have to see the ushers after church! 

 

 Look at the partition here dividing the gym in half.  It reminds me of the 

“veil of the temple in Jerusalem.”  During Jesus’ lifetime the Holy Temple had a 

thick veil, fashioned from blue, purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen.   

 This veil separated the Holy of Holies—

the altar, symbolic of the earthly dwelling place 

of God, from the rest of the Temple where the 

people were.  Only the priest could enter it. 

 We are told that when Jesus died on the 

cross, the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two from top to bottom” (Matthew 27:50-51a).  This is 

an artist’s rendition of that event. 

 To us this means that Jesus Christ has 

removed the barriers between God and 

God’s people, and now we may approach God 

with confidence and boldness 

 

 Of course in our gym there are baskets,or hoops. The 

word “Hoop” can refer to an entrance requirement, 

“jumping through hoops” something we must accomplish 

to join the church, like the 513 variously interpreted rules in 

Old Testament— the Ten Commandments plus directives 

like, “don’t touch a pig,”  

 “don’t eat shellfish,”  

  “ don’t borrow money & pay interest,”  

   “don’t cut your hair,” 

    “don’t shave your beard”  

     and so on.   
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 Some believe it the Bible 

condemns loving same sex persons, but 

our pastor, Mike, blesses us with the 

news of God’s abundant love, God’s 

forgiveness, and God’s protection.     

 Swish! 

 

 

 

 Above the hoop is the scoreboard.   

Do we keep score in life?  Counting … how 

many times someone has offended us?  Or 

how many times have we sinned against 

others? 

 Our focus is at Nexus is on welcoming 

“Guests” here to our “Home Team”.   

This hospitality is characterized by a sense of 

being accepted, just as we are, not keeping 

score, or trying to settle scores. 

 

 The Word of God, the message, is 

important to us here, but it is not the sole 

possession of the clergy.  I appreciate hearing the 

congregational input, in announcements, prayer 

concerns, and requests.   

 I also like to hear Mike preach.   After 

over 30 years of preaching myself, I always 

receive his new insights from his sermons.   

 I remember Mike telling us how Jesus took on 

the stigma of the leper, becoming ritually impure 

himself, cleansing the leper and us of our sins. Truly 

God is still speaking here. 

 

 

 After the sermon Mike sits before us on a plain 

chair.  He is not speaking ex cathedra --from the seat 

of authority, like the pope making infallible 

 

Papal throne in 

Rome 
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pronouncements, but he is listening to our comments, questions and observations.  
 

 

   Many churches are furnished with heavy, 

permanent pews bolted to the floor. Some people 

get upset if others sit in “their pew.”  In the old days 

they owned their pew, they paid church tax for it!   

 Pews often have cushions, to be a relaxing 

place, even to sleep on!  In such “Comfortable Pews” 

the worshipper was made to feel contented.   

 Sometimes we need to be comforted, as we 

deal with the challenges of life.  But I also heard 

Mike mention once that the church is meant to 

comfort the “challenged” and to challenge the “comfortable.” 

 

 We have no pews here.  Our 

chairs are moveable- God’s people are 

on the move, not sleeping in a 

comfortable pew.  After our service we 

even put our chairs away before 

leaving.  This reminds me of the 

people who were healed by Jesus,  

getting up from their beds, throwing 

away their crutches and walking!   

 Hopefully, we are not bolted to the floor, stuck in one place.  Even though 

we call ourselves “Progressives” we are not all of one mind.  Here different views 

are welcome.  We are on the move, physically, intellectually, and spiritually.   
 

 Yes, I am proud to say, “We worship in the YMCA”, a busy place, like 

the crowded Greek marketplaces – where some of the apostles of old preached.  

Here we have a mix of sacred and secular.  We know that God does not live only in 

temples, or cathedrals, away from the challenges of everyday life.   

 Like Jesus, our God speaks to us through 

commonplace images, and helps us to appreciate the 

wonders of life.  We can see the glory of God in this place 

 

 One of the things I like the best here is the large letter 

“Y” on the side wall.  I know it is short for the “YMCA”, 

but I take it as a challenge to each of us—asking “Y”, 

Why?”    
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 For instance -- “Why are Christians so divided?”  On the far wall we read 

Jesus’ prayer, “That they all may be one” (John 17:21)  

 And we ask, “Why are we here?”   

    

 Isaiah had to deal with this question.  When he had his vision of God an 

angel touched his lips with a live coal.  God asked him, "Whom shall I send?  Who 

will go for us?" 

 Then Isaiah spoke up, and said,  “Here am I send me.”  "I'll go Send me!"  

 

 In God’s presence, we, like Jacob may 

exclaim, "Incredible. This is God's House! 

This is the Gate of Heaven."  

 We are here to get refreshed, re-

energized, and be sent out into God’s world, 

to be Disciples. 

 

 Remember that God’s spirit is in each 

of us, and we have an opportunity to paint a 

picture of God for others.  

 

 SURELY THE LORD IS IN THIS PLACE, and is with us wherever we 

may go. 

 


